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Good morning. | am Craig Thompson, President and CEO of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center. | appreciate the opportunity to address the City Council Subcommittee on Zoning and

Franchises.

MSK treats more patients with cancer than any hospital in the tri-state area. More than 100,000
patients are in our care every year — the majority of whom live in the NYC metropolitan area.
MSK's contribution to the economic vitality of New York is significant. With more than 12,000
employees, we are one of the largest employers in the city, and we are the primary place New

Yorkers turn to for advice and treatment concerning cancer.

New Yorkers are clder than they were a decade ago, and the life expectancy here is 2 years
longer than in the rest of the US. As the city’s population ages, we will experience a significant
increase in the number of patients in need of cancer care, In New York City, new cancer cases
will grow by close to 20% in the next 15 years as a result of the increased longevity New Yorkers
enjoy.

Memaorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
1275 York Avenue, New York, New York 10021

NCI-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center



This week the Institute of Medicine released a report detailing the tremendous challenges
facing the cancer care delivery sysiem in the U.5. The report sets forth the disparities in cancer
knowledge among community physicians, the significant increase in cancer patients as the

population agas, and & shrinking oncology workforce.

The 74th Street facility presents a unigue opportunity to treat a growing population of cancer
patients in cur city, while developing new and more-effective treatments, and preparing the

next generation of healthcare professionals.

We plan to use our portion of the 74th Street site to provide leading-edge treatment for
patients with hematologic cancers, such as leukemiz and lymphoma, head and neck cancers,
and thorecic cancers, as well as to provide radiation therapy and conduct early-stage clinical

trials, among severzl othar programs.

It may sound cminous, but one in every two men and one in every three women in New York
City will develop cancer. Thanks to the advances ied by MSK, 2/3’s of cancer patients can expect
to see their cancer efrectively freated and to be alive and back to their normal iives 5 years
after a cancer diagnosis. The new MSKCC outpatient Tacility on 746" strest is going 1o play a

criticalty important role in our cancer care delivery system.

We also anticipate exciting collaborations with CUNY and Hunter College researchers and

heaith science professionals.

Thank you.
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The 74 Street location, within walking distance of our main campus, wilt allow us to meet the
growing demand for cancer care without 2ny unnecessary duplication of services. The
enhanced outpatient facilities will aiso allow us to bring new approaches to improving cancer
diagnosis and treatment, and members of the NYC community will be among the first to benefit

from these advances.

As part of our commitment to providing patients with the best cancer care, MSK oversees an
extensive program of clinical research. In addition to state-of-the-art care, our patients have
access to more than 1,000 clinical trials that take place ‘in New York City, accessible to New York
City residents — triais that help us determine the safety and effectiveness of innovative

approaches to cancer care.

Clinical research prdvides the roadmap to better care, and I'm proud to say that my MSK
colleagues have developed more FDA-approved drugs than any other cancer center in the

United States.

Memorial Sloan-Kestering Cancer Center
1275 York Avenue, New York, New York rooz1
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For exampie, since 2005, seven new drugs have been approved for the treatment of advanced
kidney cancer, and MSK was involved in the development or led the clinical trials for five of
them. Not only have these drugs made lives better for MSK’'s patients in New York City, they

have improved ouicomes for patients around the world.

MSK's Jedd Wolchok recently led 2 groundbreaking ciinical trial for 2dvanced melanoma that
resuttad in long-term shrinkage of tumors in more than half the patients. The resuits were so
promising that this combination of immunotherapy drugs will be evaluated in 2 worldwide trial

ied by MSK.

Yet cancer is more than one disease and will reguire thousands of clinical trials to treat each
type. We have begun to investigate how to group patients — and their tumors — on the basis of
their genetic similarities and to use novel therapeutic agents that target specific mutations. This
means that our clinical trials program wili change: Instead of large clinical trials focused on 2
single disease and large numbers of patients, we will conduct smaller ciinical trials that involve

patients with many different tumor types.

The proposed ambulatory care building on East 74th Street will enable MSK to effectively
support this new approach to clinical research and our most important goal as 2 cancer center:

the rapid identification of better treatments for all New Yorkers with cancer.
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These are the words that | pray none of you or your family experience.

{ began to do my research. | went to multiple highly respected medical centers on the east
coast. | met with the “specialists” at each of them. | kept hearing that they would consult with
Memorial Sloan-Kettering since they would have the most in depth and recent research. It was
a no brainer. | would go 1o MSK. | met with the dociors there. True. They did have research. |

wish it was more but they did have protocols and | am most gratefully hers with you today.

I have captained z team Tor “Cycle for Survival for the last two years. It is one of the fastest
growing fundraising organizations and has raised over 31million doliars since its inception in
2007. This year, my team "The Wheeler Healers” raised over 515k and the event raised over 14-
million dollars. 100% of the money raised goes directly to MSK to fund research and clinical
studies for rare cancers, 50% of the people with cancer are battling a rare cancer. Rare cancers

include brain, pancreatic, cervical, sarcoma, stomach, pediatric and countiess others.

I, for ong, am here to support any project that will incrzase the badly needed research in this
field. There are many patients who are zlive today due to the clinical studies that are being

carried out at MSK.

| support MSK in this expansion as ! hope you toc wilt. |, for one, want this research being done

in my backyard!!

This is my wish so that in the future none of my friends and family or yours hear the words, “we

don’t have a lot of research around this!!”
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Good morning. | am Charles Washington, and | serve as Administrator in Radiation Oncology for
Mernorial Sioan-Kettering Cancer Center. | am excited to offer support for the proposed 747

Street facility and the promise it brings to expanded patient care services.

With an increasing number of cancer diagnoses and increasing need for advanced therapeutic
intervention, combined with our mission and vision to control and cure cancer, this expansion
offers a unique and imporiant opportunity to extend MSK's expertise in cancer management to

additional patients from the New York City area who will need these services.

This venture wili offer many advances in cancer management technology, inclusive of radiation
oncology. Radiation treatment is used in over 50% of all cancer cases in active treatment. This
new facility will offer state-of-the-art treatment planning and care delivery systems that are

sate and effective for both the patient and the community.

Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
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I'd like to mention a faw features that wiil enhance our ability to manage this disease for our

patientis.

¢+ New siaie of the art linear accelerators that will have the most advanced imaging
capabilities {o ensure that prescribed doses of radiation are administered to targeted
sites with precision that enhances the effectiveness of care

¢ (T and MRI imaging within the planned department that wilt provide immediate access
io assess patient and tumor anatomy and physiclogy for planning and delivery of
treatment

s Access to PET scan imaging for tumor localization

s Expanded nursing and hydration suites that will directly offer needed care during
treatment delivery

¢ (Close proximity for physicians, researchers, treatment planners, and guality

management personnel to ensure g local, integrated team approach {0 care

The 74™ Strest site is an important and necessary component in furthering our ability to treat
New Yorkers, Americans, and world citizens that come to us for expert care. !t provides
increased capacity for greatly needed care provision and | have no doubt that our ability to care
for more peztients and improve the guality of their lives goes hand in hand with the

development of this new facility in a city renowned for its healthcare excellence.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my enthusiasm for this project.



